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Cambodians need to remember the past, 
but they also need to live meaningfully 

in the present and move proudly 
towards a splendid future.
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1.7 to 2.2 million Cambodian people lost their lives during the Democratic Kampuchea regime from 17 April 1975 to 06 
January 1979. Even after the regime had collapsed on 07 January 1979, the country continued to be affected by the Civil 
War until the late 1990s. A win-win policy launched by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen completely 
dismantled the Khmer Rouge political and military structures, and Cambodia has enjoyed peace, unity and territorial unity 
and development since late 1998.

In the ruthless Democratic Kampuchea, people across the country suffered from pains and tribulations. Women suffered 
from various forms of sexual and gender-based violence including rape, forced marriage and forced labor during and after 
childbirth. These crimes left humiliation and physical and mental suffering for the victims; and efforts to provide justice and 
support to them are continuing to this day, including psychological treatment, history studies and preserving memories, etc. 

The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) was established by the Royal Government of Cambodia 
and the United Nations, and began its proceedings in early February 2006 to prosecute senior leaders of Democratic 
Kampuchea and those who were most responsible for serious crimes committed during Democratic Kampuchea. This has 
been a vital response to the crimes committed during the regime. Many of the issues are included in the trial, including 
issues relating to forced marriages and rape in the context of forced marriages under the Khmer Rouge regime, since they 
are inhumane acts related to crimes against humanity. At present, the victims have shared their bitter stories with the next 
generation through testimonies at the ECCC, intergenerational dialogue and outreach activities such as exhibitions, forums 
and radio programs.

I would like to deeply thank the Royal Government of Cambodia, donors, national and international organizations as well 
as the victims and Civil Parties who have supported and participated in the ECCC missions for the cause of truth, justice 
and memory; and to jointly combat impunity. This will hopefully enable Cambodian people to learn about their past, live 
meaningfully in the present and move forward with pride.

PREFACE

H.E Kranh Tony 
Acting Director, Office of Administration, ECCC



The Victims Support Section of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) was founded in 
2008 to facilitate the meaningful participation of victims of the Khmer Rouge regime in the ECCC proceedings. Its 
main tasks include facilitating victims to attend the hearings at the ECCC, organizing  forums and discussions with 
the Civil Parties, and identifying, designing, and implementing reparation projects, both as judicial and non-judicial 
measures in order to respond to the needs of the Civil Parties whilst also offering comprehensive benefits to other 
victims of the Khmer Rouge regime. 

We all need to remember that Cambodia endured a dark side of its history during those 3 years, 8 months and 20 
days; and we must accept the truth that the past cannot be changed. Currently, what the survivors and the younger 
generation need to do is to participate in the search for the truth, learn about the past, compile the history and learn 
from these experiences in order to ensure that the harsh events that took place during the Democratic Kampuchea 
regime never happens again so that everyone can live in a society which respects rights and freedom and has a 
positive development. 

A Mobile Exhibition on forced marriage and rape in the context of forced marriage will publicly reveal what 
marriage and family life were like during the Khmer Rouge regime as well as the ordeals that the victims endured 
during that time. This event will raise the voices of the victims of sexual and gender-based violence so that they get 
full support in their search for justice. The participation of students and the public will encourage them to have 
empathy for the victims, help them understand the relationship between the past and the present violence and learn 
to create a problem-solving culture which is fair and democratic. 

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the Civil Parties, Partner Organizations, Ministries and other 
relevant institutions, in particular the donor, the United Nations Trust Fund to End Violence against Women, 
which supports and cooperates to make this project a success. 

Hang Vannak

Chief of Victims Support Section 

REMARKS BY THE VICTIMS SUPPORT SECTION 
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The Democratic Kampuchea(Khmer Rouge regime) took 

power on 17 April 1975 and was eventually overthrown on 

7 January 1979. However, after the overthrow, a civil war 

ensued which only finally ended in 1998 when the Khmer 

Rouge political and military structures were dismantled. 

Between 1.7 to 2.2 million people are believed to have died 

during that period, from starvation, torture, execution,  forced 

labor, forced marriage and rape. 

Besides inflicting murder and torture on the people, the 

Khmer Rouge leaders imposed radical transformations upon 

the traditions and culture of Cambodian society; brutally 

challenging the way people made sense of their own existence 

and their relationship with others. Currently, Cambodian 

people are still suffering from the impacts of this regime. Photo source: AFP/Getty ImageEvacuation in Phnom Penh, 1975

1 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/about-eccc/introduction 
2 Closing order in Case 002, Page 338

1. DEMOCRACTIC KAMPUCHEA REGIME
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Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An, a Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the Royal Government of Cambodia’s Task Force for Cooperation with International 
Legal Experts and for the preparation of the trial of senior Khmer Rouge leaders, and His Excellency Hans Corell, an Under Secretary-General for Legal Affairs 

and a Legal Counsel, both signed an agreement between the Royal Government of Cambodia and the United Nations on 06 June 2003. Source: ECCC.



In 1997, the government requested the United Nations 

(UN) to assist in establishing a trial to prosecute the senior 

leaders and those most responsible during the Khmer Rouge 

regime (17 April 1975-06 January1979).

The Law on the establishment of the “Extraordinary 

Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia,” or commonly 

known as the “Khmer Rouge Tribunal” was passed by the 

Cambodian National Assembly in 2001.

An agreement with the UN was ultimately reached in June 

2003 detailing how the international community would 

assist and participate in the Extraordinary Chambers. 

While this special court was created by the Cambodian 

government and the United Nations, it is independent 

of them. It is a Cambodian court with international 

participation that applies international standards by using 

both national and international laws.3

Photo source: ECCC-UNAKRTCourtroom at the ECCC

3 ECCC at a glance,  
https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/about-eccc/introduction
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2. Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)
2.1. About ECCC



2.2 Caseload of the ECCC

Photo source: ECCC

Public participation in the trial of Case 002 at the ECCC
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2.2.1 Case 001

The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 

closed Case 001 which is related to crimes at Tuol Sleng 

Security Center against Kaing Guek Eav alias Duch, the former 

Chairman of the Khmer Rouge S-21 Security Center(Tuol 

Sleng) in Phnom  Penh.

On 3 February 2012, Kaing Guek Eav was sentenced by 

the Supreme Court Chamber of the ECCC to a term of life 

imprisonment for crimes against humanity and grave breaches 

of the Geneva Conventions of 19494.

Duch is now serving his time in Kandal prison5.
Kaing Guek Eav alias Duch

Photo source: ECCC

4 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/case/topic/1
5 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/kaing-guek-eav-transferred-kandal-prision
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2.2.2 Case 002
 » There are 4 accused persons in Case 002 of the ECCC 

including 1. Nuon Chea, former Chairman of the 
Democratic Kampuchea National Assembly and Deputy 
Secretary of the Communist Party of Kampuchea,  
2. Khieu Samphan, former Head of State (Chairman 
of the State Presidium) of Democratic Kampuchea, 
3. Ieng Sary, the former Deputy Prime Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Democratic Kampuchea and. 4.  Ieng 
Thirith, former Minister of Social Affairs of Democratic 
Kampuchea. 

 » Ieng Sary died on 14 March 2013 at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital and  Ieng Thirith died on 22 August 
2015 in Pailin province. The proceedings against both of 
them were terminated.

 » Currently, only Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan are on 

trial in Case 002/02. 
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Ieng Thirith, Former Minister of Social 
Affairs of Democratic Kampuchea

Ieng Sary, Former Deputy Prime 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Democratic Kampuchea

Photo source: ECCC



Nuon Chea, Former Chairman of the 
Democratic Kampuchea National 

Assembly

Khieu Samphan, Former Head of State 
(Chairman of the State Presidium) of 

Democratic Kampuchea

Photo source: ECCC

Nuon Chea
 » Nuon Chea (his name at birth was Lao Kim Lorn) was 

born in 1926 in Voat Kor village, Battambang province.

 » Nuon Chea (known as brother number two) was a former 
Chairman of the Democratic Kampuchea National 
Assembly and Deputy Secretary of the Communist Party 
of Kampuchea.

 » During the Khmer Rouge regime, Nuon Chea was 
responsible for legislation and defining the various 
domestic and foreign policies of Democratic Kampuchea6 
and also had responsibility for propaganda, training 
and discipline of cadres as well as internal and external 
security matters7.

Khieu Samphan
 » Khieu Samphan was born in 1931 in Svay Rieng province. 

 » Khieu Samphan’s roles included:

• Head of State of the Democratic Kampuchea who was 
responsible for representing the State of Democratic 
Kampuchea inside and outside the country;

6 Democratic Kampuchea Constitution (1975-1979)
7 Trial Chamber Judgement in Case 002/01, August 07 2014, page: 158
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• Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of National Defence and CPNLAF Commander-in-
Chief (at the early stage of the regime); and 

• A leading member of Office 870, had responsibility for commerce, and a member of the 
CPK Central Committee8. 

 » In 1987 he succeeded Pol Pot after the latter retired as the official head of the Khmer Rouge. 

 » In 1989 he represented Democratic Kampuchea at the International Conference on Cambodia 
in Paris. 

 » Khieu Samphan was arrested and placed in provisional detention at the ECCC in November 
2007.

Updated information about Case 002

Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan are alleged to be responsible, through their acts or omissions 

(committed via a joint criminal enterprise), for having ordered, instigated, planned, or aided and 

abetted, or being responsible by virtue of superior responsibility, for crimes committed between 17 

April 1975 and 6 January 1979.

The Trial Chamber held the initial hearing in June 2011. Since then, Case 002 has been broken 

down into at least two separate trials, which are Case 002/01 and Case 002/02 each addressing a 

different section of the indictment.

8 Trial Chamber Judgment in Case 002/01, August 7 2014, page: 193
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Case 002/01

The first trial in Case 002(Case 002/01)commenced on 21 November 2011. The charges in 

Case 002/01 focused on alleged crimes against humanity related to the forced movement of the 

population from Phnom Penh and later from other regions (phases one and two); and the alleged 

execution of Khmer Republic soldiers at Toul Po Chrey execution site immediately after the Khmer 

Rouge takeover in 1975.

Evidential hearings of Case 002/01 ended on 23 July 2013. The trial lasted for a total of 222 

hearing days. 92 individuals gave evidence during the trial hearings, including 3 expert witnesses, 53 

fact witnesses, 5 character witnesses and 31 Civil Parties9. On 7 August 2014, the Trial Chamber 

sentenced Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan to a term of life imprisonment for the charges above.  

On 23 November 2016, the Supreme Court Chamber pronounced its judgement on appeals against 

the trial judgement in Case 002/01. The court upheld Nuon Chea’s and Khieu Samphan’s convictions 

for crimes against humanity related to the first and second phases of population transfers, but agreed 

that both of them could not be held criminally liable for the events at Tuol Po Chrey10.  

Eleven (11) reparation projects were acknowleged by the Chambers, and have been implemented 

throughout the country11.

9 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/closing-statements-conclude-case-00201
10 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/supreme-court-chamber-quashes-part-convictions-affirms-life-imprisonment-nuon-chea-and-khie
11 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/nuon-chea-and-khieu-samphan-sentenced-life-imprisonment-crimes-against-humanity

11Forced Marriage during the Khmer Rouge Regime



Case 002/02

In a decision on 4 April 2014, the Trial Chamber decided that the following 

alleged crime sites and factual allegations would form the basis for Case 

002/02: genocide against the Cham and the Vietnamese people (excluding 

crimes committed by the Revolutionary Army of Kampuchea on Vietnamese 

territory); forced marriages and rape (nationwide); internal purges; S-21 

Security Centre; Kraing Ta Chan Security Centre, Au Kanseng Security 

Centre and Phnom Kraol Security Centre; 1st January Dam Worksite; 

Kampong Chhnang Airport Construction site; Trapeang Thma Dam 

Worksite; Tram Kok Cooperatives; treatment of Buddhists (limited to Tram 

Kok Cooperatives); and the targeting of former Khmer Republic Officials 

(implementation limited to Tram Kok Cooperatives, 1st January Dam 

Worksite, S-21 Security Centre and Kraing Ta Chan Security Centre)12.

The trial lasted for 274 days from 8 January 2015 to 11 January 2017. 

114 witnesses, 63 Civil Parties and 8 experts provided their testimonies13. 

Currently, Case 002/02 is at the stage of deliberations of the Trial Chamber. 

Meas Muth

Ao An
12 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/case/topic/2
13 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/trial-chamber-concludes-

evidentiary-hearings-case-00202-schedules-closing-briefs-and-closin
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Photo source: ECCC

Im Chaem

Yim Tith

14 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/judicial-investigation-against-meas-muth-concluded
15 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/co-investigating-judges-order-severance-im-chaem-case-004
16 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/co-investigating-judges-dismiss-case-against-im-chaem
17 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/press-release-office-co-investigating-judges-judicial-investigation-

against-ao-concluded-an
18 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/articles/forwarding-order-final-submissions-issued-case-0042-ao
19 https://eccc.gov.kh/en/document/court/notice-conclusion-judicial-investigation-against-yim-tith 

2.2.3 Case 003 and 004 
 » Case 003: Two people were accused in this case - Meas Muth and a former suspect, Sou Met. 

• Meas Muth: The judicial investigation against him was concluded on 10 January 2017. 
• Sou Met: The judicial investigation against him was terminated on 02 June 2015 

following his earlier demise14. 
 » Case 004: The accused are 1. Im Chaem, 2. Ao An and 3. Yim Tith. 

• Im Chaem: The severance of proceedings against her was ordered and a new 
case file, 004/01 was created15. On 18 December 2015, the judicial investigation 
against her was concluded. On 22 February 2017, her case was dismissed by the  
co-investigating judges16.

• Ao An: The severance of proceedings against him was ordered and a new case file, 
004/02 was created17. The judicial investigation against Ao An was concluded on 16 
December 2016. On 19 May 2017, the Co-Investigating Judges issued a forwarding 
order under Internal Rule 66(4) requesting the Co-Prosecutors to file their final 
submission18.

• Yim Tith: The investigation against him was concluded on 13 June 201719.
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Forced marriage was practiced nationwide during the Khmer Rouge regime by any means necessary from 1975 to at least 

until 06 January 1979. Both men and women were allegedly forced to marry throughout Cambodia, often in mass ceremonies 

that would range from two to more than 100 couples at a time. The objectives of forced marriage were:

 » To control the interactions between individuals, so that they were only permitted to marry and have sexual relations;

 » To reconstruct the concept of marriage in order for the CPK to replace the role of parents and to enable mothers to 
go to work; and 

 » To increase population growth and “build up the family”.

Pol Pot stated that “young men and young women [were to] build up families on a voluntary basis” and marriages were said 

to be based upon a person’s proposal of a spouse in accordance with the decision of the command committee. However, 

numerous witnesses state that they were forced to marry. Even those officials who stated that individuals freely agreed to 

marriage noted that, in practice, people were not able to assert their opposition for fear of violence or death20. 

3. Forced marriage and rape in the context of forced marriage

20 https://www.eccc.gov.kh/en/blog/2016/09/02/trial-chamber-heard-evidence-forced-marriage-and-rape
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Forced marriage was a unique type of sexual and gender-based violence practiced under the 

Khmer Rouge rule. Couples were arbitrarily married without choice or consent and pressured to 

consummate their marriage.

During the Khmer Rouge regime, marriages took place in impersonal mass ceremonies organized 

by Khmer Rouge cadres. Shortly before the ceremony, couples were approached and informed that 

they would be married.  With the exception of rare instances, usually involving a Khmer Rouge 

cadre – in which men were allowed to select who their wife would be – most couples had no choice 

about who their partner was, and many had never met their future spouses before. Refusal often 

resulted in imprisonment, torture or death21. 

3.1 What is forced marriage during the Khmer Rouge regime?

21 http://gbvkr.org/gender-based-violence-under-khmer-rouge/facts-and-figures/forced-marriage/
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Pol Pot giving a speech during the Communist Party Meeting in 1975 

Photo source: Ben Kierman
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Pol Pot's Speech during  
the Communist Party meeting in 1977

“...Our country is small with only nearly 8 million 
people. We need more than 20 million people in 

the next10 years... we have no reason to make our 
population decline or remain unchanged, so our goal is 

to increase our population as soon as possible.”

Bravo! The right, bright and super great Communist 
Party! 

Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

Audio files of the Communist Party of Cambodia

Source: Bophana Audiovisual Resource Center 
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Mass ceremonies of forced marriage during the Khmer Rouge regime 

Photo source: Document Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam)
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3.2 The number of Civil Parties of forced marriage at the ECCC

There are 779 Civil 

Parties (533 female 

and 246 male Civil 

Parties) who were 

the victims of forced 

marriage and rape in 

the context of forced 

marriage out of 3867 

accepted Civil Parties 

in Case 002 in  

the ECCC. 

24
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Legal Representation:

Civil Parties at the ECCC are at all time represented 

by Civil Party Lawyer; and once the Trial Chamber 

is seized of the case, the interests of consolidated 

group of Civil Parties are respresented by the Civil 

Party Lead Co-Lawyers. The VSS facilitates and 

coordinates legal representation for Civil Parties, 

and arranges workshops and meetings where they 

can meet their lawyers to learn about the ECCC, new developments of 

judicial proceedings and reparations. 

Psychological Support: 

Provide on-site psychological support during and after their participation 

in the ECCC’s proceedings, carry out outreach programs and conduct 

trainings on basic mental health to the communities and NGO partners. 

Those activities are currently carried out in cooperation with an 

implementing partner organization, namely Transcultural Psychosocial 

Organization (TPO). 

3.3 Legal representation and psychological support
Survivors can directly participate in the ECCC’s proceedings as Civil Parties to cases being tried. To support those survivors to 

meaningfully participate in the justice process at the ECCC as Civil Parties, the Victims Support Section (VSS) is implementing 

a suite of services:

Civil Party Forum organized by the Victims Support Section in 2016 at Preah Sihanouk province Photo source: VSS
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4. Perspectives among experts and voices of survivors
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By Prof. Kasumi Nakagawa, Associate Professor, Pannasastra University of Cambodia

Since the fall of the Democratic Kampuchea, or Khmer Rouge (KR) regime, there have been limited 

efforts to bring justice for survivors of sexual violence and gender-based violence (GBV). It is crucially 

important to shatter the culture of silence and impunity, as well as assist these survivors in any process 

of healing and justice. 

The documented crimes against women included: rape, sexual assault, mutilation of sexual organs, 

forced nudity, and forced sexual slavery; whereas, the documented crimes against men included: rape 

and sexual assault. Forced marriage, a very unique crime, targeted both men and women, but in general 

men had more freedom to choose their spouse even when they were forced to marry. Sexual violence 

within these forced marriages was both common and widespread. 

Generally, people in most countries think it is not desirable that young people talk openly about sexuality 

issues, such as rape. On the contrary, it is very important to talk about it, even though it happened in 

the past. This is because those past crimes are linked to crimes in the present time; violence against 

women is the manifestation of patriarchy and male supremacy, and a continuation of gender inequality 

from the past. Through studying sexual violence during the KR regime, the younger generation can 

learn about their parents’ and grandparents’ suffering, struggles, and hope during this extraordinary 

time. 

The younger generation has an undeniable obligation to know about, acknowledge and understand 

their country’s past in order to become peacemakers and protectors of their nation for the future.  

4.1 Gender based violence during the Khmer Rouge and its impact on current society
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By Dr. Chhim Sotheara, Executive Director of TPO Cambodia

Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO)Cambodia is an organization that dedicates to 

improving mental health ,and it has been working closely with the ECCC since the trial began in order 

to provide psychological support to Civil Parties who are actively participating in the ECCC’s hearings 

and raise awareness of the impacts of trauma in a lot of  communities throughout Cambodia. 

Cambodians are still affected by the Khmer Rouge regime. Hundreds of thousands of survivors 

suffered from torture, separation from their loved ones, lack of food, forced labor, forced marriage and 

rape. Many people think that Cambodians are fine now and not traumatized by the past because they 

can smile and seem to enjoy their daily lives; but this is not true. The pain is still just under the surface. 

The problem still exists and comes back with the slightest trigger, like during the trials at the ECCC.

Justice can be found in the tribunal but healing is compulsory and will have to be undertaken by experts. 

We need to continue to do a lot of works so as to help survivors recover fully from psychological 

trauma. Healing is ongoing and needs to be done continuously. It is an unlimited work in dealing with 

the legacy left from mass killing and genocide. It is never too late, and success is still within our reach.  

4.2 Psychological support for victims of gender-based violence
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4.3 Perspectives and voices among survivors

Female survivors and victims of GBV under the Khmer Rouge regime attended 

“Client-Lawyer Meeting” which was organized by the Victims Support Section of the ECCC. Photo source: ECCC
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Khieu Samphan during an Assembly at Ounalom 
Pagoda in 1978, with the presence of hundreds 
of participants who came from Orussey Market, 
the Old Market and ethnic minority groups. 

Drawn by: Ouk Bunnaroth

Source: Mrs. Chea Diep
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Khieu Samphan: 

“... both young men and women aged between 25 and 
30 years old have to get married to work for the 

revolution, reinforce stances and do not betray the 
party...”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Chea Diep

Civil Party from Kampong Cham province
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4.3.1 Ms. Chea Diep
Civil Party from Kampong Cham province

Chea Deip, 61, was born in 1954 and is married with four children. She is 
currently living in Kampong Cham province. Deip had seven siblings but 
four of them were killed during the Khmer Rouge regime. 

In 1976, Deip was forced to get married after receiving several threats from 
Khmer Rouge cadres. A mass wedding was organized between 12 couples; 
all the men were living with disabilities - including Deip’s husband. Deip has 
never understood what lay behind that decision. 

“I felt very ashamed being forced to marry against my will and getting married 
without my family members being present. We were paired up in the same 
way they do with chickens - we had never met each other before, but neither 
of us had a choice in the matter”, said Deip.

Diep delivered her first daughter in 1979 but the baby died after a few months 
because there was no treatment available when her daughter contracted a 
fever. At the same time, Deip was not able to take good care of herself and her 
child as she was forced to move and work in Kampong Chhnang province as 
soon as the baby was born. 

Due to having to deliver a baby without any support or healthcare, and the 
ensuing forced labor, Deip continues to suffer from chronic pain and is still 
taking medication for it to this day.

28



“I felt very ashamed being forced to 
marry against my will and getting married 
without my family members being present. 
We were paired up in the same way they 

do with chickens - we had never met each 
other before, but neither of us had a 

choice in the matter”.

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Chea Diep 
Civil Party from Kompong Cham province
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The first night of forced marriage during the Khmer Rouge regime

Drawn by: Ouk Bunnaroth
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"...After the committment was made, we 
lived together. On the first night I did 
not agree to have intercourse with him. I 
begged him not to hurt me and he agreed. 
However, there were spies who checked if 
we agreed or opposed the arrangement of 

Angkar..."

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Pen Sokchan 
Civil Party from Pursat province
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4.3.2  Mrs. Mom Sovann
Civil Party from Kampong Thom province 

“In 1978, the village chief told me that I was being proposed to marry a man, 
and he asked if I agreed with the proposal. I responded that it depended on my 
older siblings and mother’s decision. However, the village chief said that I could 
not refuse since the decision was already made by Angkar, and if I had been 
stubborn, I would have been sent to a new village where I could only wait to be 
killed.” 

“ The wedding day finally arrived. I told the spy that it was too fast, and I was not 
ready. He shouted at me that I had refused too many times and suddenly shot 
close to my legs. I was trembling with fear and had no choice but to follow him.”  

“When I arrived at the cooperative, that man held my hands and promised to 
accept me as a spouse forever. After the wedding, I ran to my mother’s house, 
but my husband followed me there. I told him that we needed to hold a praying 
ceremony before I went back to live with him. Then, my mother met with the 
village chief to beg him to allow the ceremony. The village chief agreed, but he 
kept it as a secret from the spy.” 

“After that, I lived with my husband and soon I became pregnant. During 
pregnancy, I was forced to cut the mound, make fertilizer and harvest the hatches 
in remote areas, but I only ate watery porridge until giving birth. One week after 
delivery, I had to sew and weave the hatches under the rain. As a result, I caught 
a fever.  I had chills all over my body and my hands and legs were both numb.” 

Nowadays, I am not physically and mentally healthy although I am economically 
better than before and my children and grandchildren are living in happiness. 
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“...During pregnancy,  
I was forced to cut the mound, make 
fertilizer, harvest the hatches in 
remote areas, but I only ate watery 

porridge until giving birth...”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Mom Sovann 
Civil Party from Kompong Thom province
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“... they made me and other women work during 
pregnancy by telling us to collect and roll 
the cotton, weighing approximately 200 to 300 
kilograms per piece at a Chinese-owned weaving 
factory in Battambang  province ...”

Women work under pressure during pregnancy 
Drawn by: Ouk Bunnaroth

4.3.3 Mrs. Som Yann, Civil Party from Pursat province
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“...my husband was accused of being an enemy 
and was killed during that regime... I was 
forced to work although I was 8-month pregnant; 
cutting down at least 3 spiky trees per day so 
that they could extend more land to plant corn”

4.3.4 Mrs. Hem Pov, Civil Party from Kampong Speu province
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4.3.5 Mrs. Yem Ve
Civil Party from Kampong Thom province

In 1978, I was forced to marry comrade Iv and made the 

commitment to love each other. Even worse, I was also forced 

to do many different kinds of work including pulling out 

and transplanting seedling, dismantling hills and collecting 

animal and human waste and mixing them with small plants 

in order to make fertilizer. I carried wasted with my hand 

with no time to rest during my pregnancy.  

“I started to have morning sickness because I could not stand 

seeing and touching that waste. I vomited and tried to take a 

rest. I couldn’t eat anything and was extremely exhausted. As 

a result, the Khmer Rouge told me to go to the re-education 

camp and accused me of being a bourgeoisie who was not 

loyal to Angkar. I was afraid they would kill me. I was so 

concerned about my life. This painful and bitter experience 

has left me with very poor health. My legs are still in pain 

and half of my body is numb. I'm very easily re-traumatized. 

It always haunts me and scares me physically and mentally. 
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“I'm very easily re-traumatized.  
It always haunts me and scares me 

physically and mentally”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Yem Ve 
Civil Party from Kompong Thom province 
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4.3.6 Mr. Yuos Phal
Civil Party from Takeo province

In early 1978, my unit chief came and said “you are older now, Angkar wants 
you to get married. Do you want to get married?” I responded “Yes, I do.” I was 
further asked “Do you have a fiancé”? I replied “Yes, I do”. They added “does your 
fiancé have any relation to a person who Angkar has killed” I was honest and 
told them that she had an older brother who had been smashed by Angkar. After 
this, I was told “you cannot love her anymore because if you stay with her, in the 
future you will be killed too. You must agree to be Angkar’s son or you will be 
single forever.” I agreed to be Angkar’s son because I did not want to work in the 
mobile unit anymore. The living conditions in the unit were miserable because 
we had to work day and night, slept on the ground and were given insufficient 
food. 

One night before I was to be married, the unit chief announced in a meeting “if 
any comrade dares to smile at a female comrade, Angkar will kill that person.” 
The next day, Angkar put me in a group of 10 men and 10 women to work 
together. I focused only on working and dared not look at the face of any women. 
During the rainy season, at night around 10 pm, when I was about to fall asleep 
in the hall, a Khmer Rouge cadre came to wake me up and told me “the unit chief 
has called on you to get married.” I asked him “do you know who I will be married 
to?” He told me “I do not know. You will know when you arrive there.”

When we arrived at the wedding place at Prey Rumpeak village, Treang district, 
the unit chief told me to sit in the front but I asked to sit in the back. A few 
minutes later, they got the women to sit next to the men and then the couples 
were ordered to make a commitment to each other and to Angkar. To me, forced 
marriage is like taking your heart out of your own chest. It is very painful.
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“...forced marriage is like taking your 
heart out of your own chest. It is 

very painful and it still affects my 
psychological well-being, yet we need 
to share those experiences with the 

next generation...”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mr. Yuos Phal 
Civil Party from Takeo province
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4.3.7 Mrs. Pen Sokchan

Civil Party from Pursat province

In 1978, I was forced by the unit chief named Oeun to get married. There were 
in total 12 couples at that time.  Both men and women were told to sit down in 
different rows and were given a new black skirt, a shirt and a scarf and then were 
told to sit facing each other. I was matched with a 25-year-old man named Toek 
Sat and I was only 16 years old at that time.    

After the committment was made, we lived together. On the first night, I did not 
agree to have intercourse with him. I begged him not to hurt me and he agreed. 
However, there were spies who checked if we agreed or opposed the arrangement 
of Angkar. On the second night, my husband was called to a meeting. After he 
came back, he tried to rape me and slapped me when I refused. He kept forcing 
me, but I ran to my uncle’s house and asked him for help. On the third night, he 
was called to another meeting. This time I could not escape, because he tied both 
of my hands and raped me. Even worse, the spies were watching us under our 
house, so if I had not agreed, I would have been killed. 

I feel so upset about my life. I have been discriminated against and the people in 
the community do not want their sons to love my daughter because I got married 
during the Khmer Rouge regime. These days, I’m still angry with myself. I have 
headaches and insomnia. My body keeps shaking and I have no appetite at all.  
I really want the younger generation to know my bitter story.
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“...I feel so upset about my life. I 
have been discriminated against and the 

people in the community do not want their 
sons to love my daughter because I have 
no Pka Sla (culturally accepted bond of 
marriage) as I got married during the 

Khmer Rouge regime... I really want the 
younger generation to know my bitter 

story...”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Pen Sokchan 
Civil Party from Pursat province  
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4.3.8 Mrs. Sou Sotheavy

Civil Party from Takeo province

I was forced to marry a woman who I never loved; we were allowed to visit each 
other every ten days. That is when I fell in love with another man, Sorn. We 
lived together in a house like husband and wife. I belonged to the “New people” 
but Sorn belonged to the “Old people” so we were able to live together. Many 
soldiers knew about my trans-sexuality, because one day when I was collecting 
stones on the mountain, suddenly seven to eight soldiers came and raped me. I 
fell unconscious, and when I woke up, I was covered in blood. I crawled back to 
the house on my hands and knees and told Sorn. He was in the house making 
baskets. He held me and we both cried together. That night we started to discuss 
how we were going to escape. 

In my complaint I talk about, sexual violence and human rights violations. Other 
transsexuals do not want to join me in bringing our story to the courts. They said 
that we can’t even be respected and have justice in our everyday lives today, so 
how can we hope that the court will provide us with justice for something that 
happened back then? 

Another important thing that I want the world to know is that there are still 
genocide criminals living in this country. I want the world to know what happened 
in Cambodia.

I felt relieved when I told my story, in the hope that maybe my picture and my 
testimony will be a kind of encouragement for others. Through my testimony,  
I was encouraged because this wasn’t just about reporting what happened to me 
individually, but it was also about giving strength to others. 
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“...I felt relieved when I told my 
story, in the hope that maybe my 

picture and my testimony will be a kind 
of encouragement for others.”

Source: Quoted from oral history of Mrs. Sou Sotheavy 
Civil Party from Takeo province
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The Victims Support Section (VSS) of the ECCC, in 
cooperation with Transcultural Psychosocial Organization 
(TPO) Cambodia is carrying out the second-phase of its 
project entitled “Promoting Gender Equality and Improving 
Access to Justice for Female and Gender-based Violence 
(GBV) Survivors of the Khmer Rouge (KR) Regime.” 
It is a 3-year project, which commenced in January 2016 
under the non-judicial measures (NJM) framework of the 
ECCC. During the second-phase of implementation, the 
VSS is currently carrying out a wide variety of activities 
including: gender-sensitivity trainings, mobile exhibitions, 
public forums, radio-call-in shows, vocational trainings, 

Civil Parties’ participation in ECCC hearings, outreach 
programs to raise awareness of violence against women 
committed during the Khmer Rouge regime whilst also 
providing psychological interventions with Civil Parties in 
various provinces in Cambodia.

The first-phase of the project, implemented from 2011 to 
2014, was conducted in cooperation with three different 
partner organizations including the Victims Support Section 
of the ECCC, Transcultural Psychosocial Organization 
(TPO) Cambodia and the Cambodian Defenders Project 
(CDP). 

5. Information on the organizer and implementing partner
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Victims Support Section of the ECCC
The VSS was founded in 2008 to facilitate the 
meaningful participation of the victims of the Khmer 
Rouge regime in the legal proceedings of the ECCC. 
Those tasks mainly include 1) coordinating victims’ 
participation in the judicial proceedings of the 
ECCC; 2) identifying, coordinating and implementing 
reparation projects, both as judicial and non-judicial 
measures, in the interest of the Civil Parties before the 
ECCC, as well as for the victims of the Khmer Rouge 
in general. 

 
Address: National Road 4, Chaom Chau Commune, 
Porsenchey District 

PO Box 71, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Telephone: 023 861 843/ 023 860 203

For more information on gender-based violence under the 
Khmer Rouge: 

Website: www.gbvkr.org 

Facebook page: Gender based violence under the Khmer 
Rouge

Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO) 
Cambodia
The Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO) Cambodia 
was established in 1995. It is the only psychosocial organization in 
Cambodia engaged in transitional justice activities in the context 
of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC), providing comprehensive psychosocial services to ECCC 
Civil Parties based on a memorandum of understanding since 
2007. These range from on-site support at the tribunal, culturally-
sensitive trauma therapy and self-help groups as well as truth-
telling activities, reconciliation, community resource persons 
trainings, outreach activities and research projects.

 
Address: TPO Building, #2-4,

Oknha Vaing Road (St 1952),Sangkat Phnom Penh Thmey, 
Khan Sen Sok, PO Box 1124, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Telephone: 023 63 66 992 

Email: admin@tpocambodia.org

Website: ww.tpocambodia.org
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6. NGO partners that work in the context of gender-based violence 
during the Khmer Rouge regime
 
  Cambodian Defender Project (CDP)

Address: #B9Z, Street Sarla, Sangkat Steung Meanchey, Khan Meanchey, Phnom Penh 

Telephone 023 900 620 

Kdei-Karuna Organization(KdK)

Address: No. 69, Samdach Sothearos Blvd (3), Phnom Penh

Phone: 023 695 64 12

Email: info@kdei-karuna.org 

Website: www.kdei-karuna.org 

  Bophana Audiovisual Resource Center (Bophana)

Address: #64, Street 200, 12211, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Phone: 023 992 174

Email: info@bophana.org and archives@bophana.org

Website: www.bophana.org 
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Khmer Arts Academy (KAA)

Address: Khmer Arts Theater 135, Street 115, Takhmao province, Cambodia

Telephone: 023-425-780

Email: info@khmerarts.org

Website: www.khmerarts.org 

Youth for Peace (YFP)

Address: #4-6G, St. 513, Sangkat Beung Kok 1, Khan Tuol Kok, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Telephone: 023 881 346 / 991 346

E-mail: admin@yfpcambodia.org

Website: www.yfpcambodia.org

7. References
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• Trial Chamber Judgement in Case 002/01, August 07 2014
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47Forced Marriage during the Khmer Rouge Regime



Victims Support Section of the  ECCC

Implemented by

Transcultural Psychosocial  
Organization

Implementing partner

UN Trust Fund to End  
Violence against Women

Funded by


	BROCHURE-ON-FORCED-MARRIAGE-DURING-THE-KHMER-ROUGE-REGIME (1)
	Latest Brochure EN v12 - Resized

